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The Lode Star 


THE LODE STAR 

By Mary E. Wilkins 

Lviperial over all the hosts of night, 

Still regnant glorious in its ordered place 
When storms prevailed on ebon heights of space, 
Invincible by power of morning light, 

His Lode Star shone, and to his- straining sight 
The orbit gleamed of his immortal race. 

Then toward that distant goal he set his face, 
And followed ever after with his might, 

Child to the law of the celestial spheres, 

And of the roses with their circling bloom— 

The key-note of that choral march begun 
’Mid chaos thunders, ever in his ears, 

Till past the earth-horizon of the tomb, 

His Lode Star led'him toward the farthest. Sun. 




Artillery in Action. 

Field-gun on top of Coles Kop. Trail of the gun is sunk in the ground to get extra elevation. 


THE INTERMEDIATE STAGE OF THE 
BOER WAR 


By H. J. 

HE battle of Colenso brought the 
British forces to a full stop all over 
South Africa. That was on Decem¬ 
ber 15th. We are now well into February 
and in the last two months we have had 
ample time for mourning over our sins and 
making good resolutions for the future. 
Lord Roberts and Lord Kitchener have 
arrived; they are already on their way 
to Modder River ; an army, the first we 
have yet had in South Africa, is encamped 
all the way from Gras Pan to the Riet 
River and beyond. In a few days we shall 
be in the enemy’s country, and Kimberley 
will be relieved. In the meantime it is 
worth while to look back over the first 
inglorious period of the war, the period 
of fruitless victories and disheartening re¬ 
verses, of foolish mistakes and slow awak- 
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enings to the real facts of the case ; when 
the nation at home was shaking off the 
slothfulness of generations to face the 
problems of a new day in which the whole 
future of the Empire was at stake. 

The charges against the conduct of 
the war since it began are of a threefold 
nature. They are concerned, first of all, 
with the material of the British Army; 
secondly, with General Buller’s strategy; 
and thirdly, with our generals’ tactics. 
From what one can see of the English 
papers the first of these charges is the 
most serious, and the third is considered 
least important. From actual experience 
I should be inclined to reverse the order. 
Everyone knows that the British Army 
is absurdly small when compared with 
the continental army j but as our army 
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